IN THE CLAIMS: 



1-32. (canceled) 

33. (new) A network interface card that is attachable to a computer terminal device, the 
card comprising: 

a card body having a network interface to connect the computer terminal device to a local 
area network; 

a network configuration manager that sends a configuration request to a host server of the 
local area network, wherein upon receiving the request from the network configuration manager, 
the host server sends network configuration information to the network configuration manager, 
such that the computer terminal is automatically configured to operate on the local area network 
based on the configuration information; and 

a processor that determines whether the computer terminal device should be configured 
as a host or a client of the local area network, wherein if the computer terminal device is a host, 
then the processor sends the network configuration information to the network configuration 
manager, otherwise the processor sends the request to the host server on the local area network. 

34. (new) The network interface card of Claim 33, further comprising presentation 
application software stored on the card for controlling and displaying presentation data. 

35. (new) The network interface card of Claim 34, wherein the computer terminal 
device automatically activates application software stored on a hard disk, and the network 
interface card allows the computer terminal device to recognize the network interface card as a 
hard disk so that the presentation application software is automatically loaded by the computer 
terminal device. 

36. (new) The network interface card of Claim 33, wherein the processor determines 
that the computer terminal device is a host server based on whether the network interface card 
receives an inhibiting command from the local area network, wherein if the network interface 
card does not receive an inhibiting command, the computer terminal device is configured as a 



6 



host and sends out an inhibiting command on the local area network, otherwise if the network 
interface card does receive an inhibiting command, the computer terminal device is configured as 
a client. 

37. (new) The network interface card of Claim 33, wherein the processor sends a request 
to the host of the local area network in order to get a presentation right, wherein once the 
presentation right is obtained, presentation data is transmitted to the host and other clients on the 
local area network. 

38. (new) The network interface card of Claim 33, further comprising a wireless local 
area network interface to connect the computer terminal device to a wireless local area network, 
wherein the network interface card requests the network configuration information at the end of a 
polling cycle. 

39. (new) A network conference terminal device having a network interface card 
attached to a computer terminal device, the computer terminal device capable of displaying and 
controlling presentation data, the network interface card comprising: 

a card body having a network interface to connect the computer terminal device to a local 
area network; 

a network configuration manager that sends a configuration request to a host server of the 
local area network, wherein upon receiving the request from the network configuration manager, 
the host server sends network configuration information to the network configuration manager, 
such that the computer terminal is automatically configured to operate on the local area network 
based on the configuration information; and 

a processor that determines whether the computer terminal device should be configured 
as a host or a client of the local area network, wherein if the computer terminal device is a host, 
then the processor sends the network configuration information to the network configuration 
manager, otherwise the processor sends the request to the host server on the local area network. 
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40. (new) The network conference terminal device of Claim 39, wherein the network 
interface card further comprising presentation application software stored on the card for 
controlling and displaying presentation data. 

41. (new) The network conference terminal device of Claim 40, wherein the computer 
terminal device automatically activates application software stored on a hard disk, and the 
network interface card allows the computer terminal device to recognize the network interface 
card as a hard disk so that the presentation application software is automatically loaded by the 
computer terminal device. 

42. (new) The network conference terminal device of Claim 39, wherein the processor 
determines that the computer terminal device is a host server based on whether the network 
interface card receives an inhibiting command from the local area network, wherein if the 
network interface card does not receive an inhibiting command, the computer terminal device is 
configured as a host and sends out an inhibiting command on the local area network, otherwise if 
the network interface card does receive an inhibiting command, the computer terminal device is 
configured as a client. 

43. (new) The network conference terminal device of Claim 39, wherein the processor 
sends a request to the host of the local area network in order to get a presentation right, wherein 
once the presentation right is obtained, presentation data is transmitted to the host and other 
clients on the local area network. 

44. (new) The network conference terminal device of Claim 39, wherein the network 
interface card further comprises a wireless local area network interface to connect the computer 
terminal device to a wireless local area network, wherein the network interface card requests the 
network configuration information at the end of a polling cycle. 

45. (new) A network conference system comprising: 
a host server of a wireless local area network; 
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a client of the wireless local area network, wherein the client includes a computer 
terminal device having an attached network interface card, the network interface card 
comprising: 

a card body having a network interface to connect the computer terminal device to a local 
area network; 

a network configuration manager that sends a configuration request to a host server of the 
local area network, wherein upon receiving the request from the network configuration manager, 
the host server sends network configuration information to the network configuration manager, 
such that the computer terminal is automatically configured to operate on the local area network 
based on the configuration information; and 

a processor that determines whether the computer terminal device should be configured 
as a host or a client of the local area network, wherein if the computer terminal device is a host, 
then the processor sends the network configuration information to the network configuration 
manager, otherwise the processor sends the request to the host server on the local area network. 

46. (new) The network conference system of Claim 45, wherein the network interface 
card further comprising presentation application software stored on the card for controlling and 
displaying presentation data. 

47. (new) The network conference system of Claim 46, wherein the computer terminal 
device automatically activates application software stored on a hard disk, and the network 
interface card allows the computer terminal device to recognize the network interface card as a 
hard disk so that the presentation application software is automatically loaded by the computer 
terminal device. 

48. (new) The network conference system of Claim 45, wherein the processor 
determines that the computer terminal device is a host server based on whether the network 
interface card receives an inhibiting command from the local area network, wherein if the 
network interface card does not receive an inhibiting command, the computer terminal device is 
configured as a host and sends out an inhibiting command on the local area network, otherwise if 
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the network interface card does receive an inhibiting command, the computer terminal device is 
configured as a client. 

49. (new) The network conference system of Claim 45, wherein the processor sends a 
request to the host of the local area network in order to get a presentation right, wherein once the 
presentation right is obtained, presentation data is transmitted to the host and other clients on the 
local area network. 

50. (new) The network conference system of Claim 45, the network interface card 
requests the network configuration information at the end of a polling cycle. 

51. (new) A method of configuring a computer terminal to operate on a local area 
network in order to display and control presentation data, the method comprising: 

installing a network interface card in the computer terminal; 

determining whether the computer terminal is a host server or a client of the local area 
network based on whether the network interface card receives an inhibiting command from the 
local area network, wherein if the network interface card does not receive an inhibiting 
command, the computer terminal device is automatically configured as a host server of the local 
area network and sends out an inhibiting command on the local area network, otherwise if the 
network interface card does receive an inhibiting command, the computer terminal device is 
configured as a client; 

if the computer terminal is a client, sending a configuration request from the network 
interface card to the host server of the local area network, wherein upon receiving the 
configuration request, the host server sends network configuration information to the network 
interface card, such that the computer terminal is automatically configured to operate as a client 
on the local area network based on the configuration information; and 

executing a presentation application program, stored on the network interface card, on the 
computer terminal. 
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52. (new) The method of Claim 51, further comprising: 

sending a request to the host of the local area network in order to get a presentation right, 
wherein once the presentation right is obtained, presentation data is transmitted to the host and 
other clients on the local area network. 
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